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Contact the Georgia Forestry Commission’s 
Sustainable Community Forestry Program (SCFP) 

Seth Hawkins Joins the SCFP Staff 
 
We welcome Seth Hawkins to our team as a community forester in northeast Georgia. Seth will be 
working  with city/county governments as well as private landowners and arborists to build, maintain, 
and improve the quality and vitality of community forests.  
  
Seth received a bachelor’s degree in forestry from the Warnell School of Forestry and Natural 
Resources at the University of Georgia.  Prior to working for GFC, Seth interned with the City of 
Chattanooga and Athens-Clarke County’s urban forestry departments. Seth is a Certified Arborist by the 
International Society of Arboriculture and is TRAQ certified.  Seth has served on the Chattanooga Tree 
Board and has volunteered with Master Gardner groups.  Seth enjoys watching and talking about sports 
of all kinds, and he enjoys getting outdoors to camp, hike, and fish.  Seth is excited about beginning his 
career with the GFC and looks forward to the opportunities that are in front of him. 
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Community Forestry Assistance Program Takes Root 

Through this program, GFC is using federal funding provided through the USDA Forest Service to assist small and large 

communities with projects that help build local capacity and a sustainable community forest in all regions of the state. 

Georgia Forestry Commission’s Community Foresters will provide initial technical advice and then work in partnership with 

the Georgia Urban Forest Council to connect communities with a qualified urban forestry consultant that will help effectively 

manage urban forestry projects and provide additional thorough, hands-on assistance from start to finish.  

Priority projects include: 

 Certifying as a new Tree City USA, Tree Campus USA or Tree Line USA. 

 Conducting tree inventories and writing urban forest management plans for communities or urban greenspaces. 

 Developing or revising tree ordinances. 

 Understanding tree risk and developing local and regional community forest storm mitigation plans. 

 Receiving tree care training for municipal tree workers and tree boards on pruning, tree selection, tree planting, trees 

and construction and becoming a certified arborist. 

 Green storm water infrastructure planning, tree canopy studies and iTree analyses. 

Tree City, Tree Campus and Tree Line 

USA Recognition Programs Update 

Thank you for your hard work and collaboration in growing the 

Tree City USA, Tree Campus USA, and Tree Line USA programs! 

Shipping is wrapped up for the 2014 recognition year. Final 

numbers indicate Georgia has 135 Tree City USAs, 14 Tree 

Campus USAs and one Tree Line USA.  

New 2014 Tree City USAs include Dawsonville, Darien and 

Brookhaven. Oxford College of Emory University is a new Tree 

Campus USA. Welcome aboard! 

All Tree City USA communities and Tree campus USAs must 

recertify each year. The deadline in Georgia is November 15th. 

Stickers, flags and signage will be shipped February 1and arrive 

in bulk at Georgia Forestry Commission (GFC)’s main offices 

statewide. Once materials have arrived, GFC staff will make 

contact and the materials can be picked up, or they will be 

delivered before city Arbor Day events.  

If applications are submitted after the deadline, it is not 

guaranteed that materials will arrive in time for events. The 

second and last shipment of materials takes place in June. 

***The easiest way to recertify is online at the Arbor Day 

Foundation Portal versus paper applications. If you need 

help please contact Susan Granbery at 678.476.6227*** 

**New** Tree Planting Details and 
Specifications Available 

A modern, up to date and peer reviewed set of tree planting 

details and specifications in AutoCAD and PDF formats has 

been developed for the green industry. Get rid of your out-of

-date specifications now! Plant trees correctly and prune 

them when they are young!  

These are designed specifically 

for landscape architects, 

engineers, architects, 

contractors, urban foresters, 

arborists, municipalities and 

state agencies. All are open 

source, free and can be edited 

by the user. You and your 

colleagues are free to use them 

in projects without charge and 

without credit to the Urban Tree 

Foundation or any of the project 

team members. Although 

modification to fit your specific 

site and project needs is 

encouraged, make your changes only after carefully 

considering all the pertinent variables at the planting site. 

https://portal.arborday.org/Login.aspx
https://portal.arborday.org/Login.aspx
http://hort.ifas.ufl.edu/woody/details-specs.shtml
http://hort.ifas.ufl.edu/woody/details-specs.shtml
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Tree City USA Growth Award Revitalization 

In May, the Arbor Day Foundation convened a meeting of the Growth Award Working Group, including several state 

foresters, USFS Regional Program Managers, Tree City USA community representatives, and State U&CF coordinators. 

Discussion over the two-day meeting included ways to improve the Growth Award to encourage Tree City USA 

communities to work towards sustainable urban and community forestry programs over time. 

 

One area of consensus for the Working Group was to make an immediate adjustment to the current Growth Award 

eligibility requirements, specifically: eliminate the requirement that a community must document expenditures that equal or 

exceed the previous year’s Tree City USA expenditures. This change has been endorsed by the National Association of 

State Foresters (NASF) -Urban Committee and will go into effect for the 2015 application period. Other Growth Award 

program improvements will incorporate elements of urban forest sustainability. 

    Help us find the Great American Tree for 2015!  

 

Everyone has a favorite tree. It’s a landmark to your community, has a compelling 

story, or makes a huge environmental contribution. It personifies perseverance or 

is a testament to history. It’s grand and noble or small and dignified. Check out the 

beautiful Georgia trees nominated in the first annual Great American Tree 

Competition. 

 

These Georgia nominees have been posted to the American Grove, where they are now being be voted upon nationwide. 

After the top vote getters are determined, an “all-star” urban forestry panel will name The Great American Tree. 

 

You must be a member of AmericanGrove.org to vote.  You may vote for as many trees as you like, but only one vote 

per tree is allowed. Voting ends July 30th. The panel will select the first, second and third place winners in August and 

they will be announced on September 15th. 

 

The first place winner of the Great American Tree contest will receive $500 and a complimentary scholarship to the 

Partners in Community Forestry (PCF) Conference in Denver, CO, November 18-19, 2015. Second place is $250 and a 

PCF scholarship, and third place is $100. The PCF Conference is designed to provide inspiration and tools that help 

strengthen community forests. 

 

Share your enthusiasm for America’s appreciation of trees by voting for the tree that you think should be the Great 

American Tree! #greatamericantree 
  
Georgia’s nominees include: 

 Yarbrough Oak of Oxford nominated in honor of Connie Head and Beryl Budd. 

 Sentinel Oak of Waycross nominated by Jimmy Mock. 

 Live Oak of Darien nominated by Mark McClellan and Jennifer Davis. 

 Moon Tree of Athens nominated by Billy Paugh. 

 Homestead Oak of Hall County nominated by Emily Bagwell. 

The Great American Tree Competition                            

on American Grove 
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2015 Annual Conference Scheduled for  
November 4 & 5 at Savannah Desoto Hilton 

The 25th Georgia Urban Forest Council Annual Conference and 

Awards Program will be held November 4 and 5 at the Savannah 

Desoto Hilton, 15 East Liberty 

Street, Savannah. We’ll  look at 

The Forest Pharmacy:  Nature’s 

Prescription for 

Healthy  Communities. This 

educational event will spotlight 

outstanding speakers, educational 

sessions, and the Annual 

Excellence in Urban Forestry 

Awards. Dr. Kathleen Wolf of the 

University of Washington will be a 

keynote speaker, leading us 

through the latest research on the 

connection between human health 

and urban trees and nature. Ray 

Tretheway, Executive Director of 

the Sacramento Tree Foundation, will speak to us about his 

organization’s canopy analyses and the impacts on child, youth, 

and adult health. Other noted national, state, and local speakers 

will participate as well. A highlight of this year’s conference is a 

walking tour of Savannah’s urban forest and historic squares. 

 

Arbor Day Foundation Award Winner, Evan Barnard 

In April, the Arbor Day Foundation honored 13 individuals and organizations for their outstanding contribution to tree 

planting, conservation and stewardship. The recipient of the Award for Education innovation was Evan Barnard of John’s 

Creek.  

Evan is a high school student who created a Braille trail, with ropes and signage that makes nature pathways accessible to 
the visually impaired, a new way for people to enjoy our forests and an achievement that is truly remarkable. 

To see videos of the work the winners have been doing please visit www.arborday.org/awards. 

Partners in 

Community 

Forestry 

Conference 

 

This year’s Partners in 

Community Forestry 

Conference will be held 

in Denver, CO from 

November 18-19, 2015, at the Sheraton Denver 

Downtown. 

Work continues to craft a strong educational program 

for all partnering organizations. Once again the 

Partners Conference will be preceded by the Society 

of Municipal Arborists Conference & Trade Show, a 

Utility Arborist Association workshop, ACTrees Day, a 

Continental Dialogue gathering, and several other 

partner meetings. 

Registration will open July 1! For more information, 

visit arborday.org/PCF  

 

 

  Georgia Urban Forest Council (GUFC) Awards 

Submit your excellent tree work to the GUFC for an award. The 2015 award is a beautiful       

framed print of the Candler Oak in Savannah by artist, Barry Nehr. Award categories include 

Marketing, Streetscape Revitalization, Greenspace Plan, New Development, New Initiative, 

Business, Media, Civic Organization, Community, Elected/Appointed official, Education, 

Individual Achievement, Student and Urban Arboriculture. 

http://programs.cmail2.com/t/r-l-atyejd-tukdllkhdk-z/
http://programs.cmail2.com/t/r-l-atyejd-tukdllkhdk-c/
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Tree Risk and Your Urban Forest 

Georgia Forestry Commission is bringing tree risk expert, Mark 

Dunteman, to the Georgia coast in the Spring of 2016 to assist 

communities with adopting and enforcing tree risk standards to 

ensure public safety for residents. Two day-long workshops will be 

held in two Georgia cities for city managers and planners, arborists, 

public works and decision makers to discuss tree risk and the 

economic and public health benefits of trees. With Dunteman’s 

experience and expertise on hand, the GFC will help communities 

build a comprehensive urban forest risk management program which 

includes adopting a tree risk management policy and developing a 

systematic approach to urban forest management. The workshop will 

provide communities with all the tools they need for a defensible 

and resilient urban forest program. Look for more information at our booth at the upcoming annual urban forestry 

conference in Savannah. 

Faces of Urban Forestry 

The Arbor Day Foundation’s Faces of Urban Forestry Project is a collection of personal stories that demonstrate the 

important role federal, state and local urban/community forestry programs play within our nation's cities and towns. 

These stories outline the value of investment in urban forestry programs and how funding is leveraged to improve the 

lives of citizens across the country. Congratulations to two Georgians highlighted in this national program. Please 

read their success stories and consider sharing an urban forestry story of your own with the Arbor Day Foundation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calendar of Events: Join Us for Networking and Educational Programs! 

July 22 or 23 – Urban Wood Utilization Workshops, Decatur and Augusta 

Aug. 8 - 12 – International Society of Arboriculture Conference and Trade Show, Orlando, FL 

Aug.13 – Post-Recession Development: Conserving Trees for Green Stormwater Infrastructure, GUFC, Milton, GA 

Sept. 22 – College Tree Canopy Conference, Agnes Scott College, Decatur 

Nov. 4—5 – “The Forest Pharmacy: Nature’s Prescription for Healthy Communities,” GUFC Annual Conference and 

Awards Ceremony, Savannah 

Nov. 15 – Tree City USA/Tree Campus USA recertification deadline 

Alicia Lindsey, 

Teacher and 

member of the 

Mansfield Tree 

Board  

Kathy Thornton, 

Family Crisis Center 

Operations Coordi-

http://www.arborday.org/programs/faces/index.cfm
http://www.arborday.org/programs/faces/share-your-story.cfm
http://www.georgiaarborist.org/event-1951110
http://www.georgiaarborist.org/event-1951118
http://www.isa-arbor.com/events/conference/index.aspx
http://www.eventbrite.com/e/gufc-third-quarterly-program-post-recession-development-conserving-trees-for-green-stormwater-tickets-17277959843?ref=ebtnebregn
http://www.gufc.org/programs/2014-college-tree-canopy-conference/
http://www.gufc.org/programs/annual-conference/
http://www.gufc.org/programs/annual-conference/
https://portal.arborday.org/Login.aspx
http://www.arborday.org/programs/faces/story.cfm?Story=18
http://www.arborday.org/programs/faces/story.cfm?Story=18
http://www.arborday.org/programs/faces/story.cfm?Story=18
http://www.arborday.org/programs/faces/story.cfm?Story=18
http://www.arborday.org/programs/faces/story.cfm?Story=18
http://www.arborday.org/programs/faces/story.cfm?Story=55
http://www.arborday.org/programs/faces/story.cfm?Story=55
http://www.arborday.org/programs/faces/story.cfm?Story=55
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Resources 

Tree Board Webinar Series 

The North Carolina Urban Forest Council ((NUFC) is planning a fall tree board webinar series.  

The NUFC is seeking a couple of examples of communities and their tree planting programs on successfully using 
volunteers, keeping  programs going in innovative ways, or volunteer young tree care programs. Please contact NUFC if 
you are interested in giving a short 15-20 minute presentation. NUFC is also seeking a community to talk about their efforts 
(successful or otherwise) with private tree protection ordinances.  

Leslie Moorman, Executive Director, North Carolina Urban Forest Council, 919-614-6388, visit us online at www.ncufc.org. 

Tree Board University 

There are eight courses you can take at your own pace offered through the Tree Board 
University. This unique online training will help you learn more about trees, about people, and 
about serving in a citizen advisory role in your city. 

Urban Forestry App 
 

Check out the leafsnap.com – A free tree identification iPhone app and electronic field guide for 
North America.  

SHADE Magazine 

A variety of Issues of SHADE magazine are available for give-away at your next community event. Contact an SCFP 

Regional Specialist for copies.  

SHADE 2015 Urban Trees Face Winter Storms: How to Prepare for Ice and Snow 

SHADE 2014 Georgia Communities Thrive Under Green Canopies: Creating Green Infrastructure 

SHADE 2013 The Role of Trees in Our Future: Creating Public/Private Partnerships 

SHADE 2012 Urban Trees Face Nature’s Challenges: Managing the Risks of Storms, Pests…and More! 

SHADE 2011 Retail Dollars Grow on Trees: Take It to the Bank with Trees 

SHADE 2010 Promoting Trees on Georgia’s Roadways: Creating Livable Streetscapes 

SHADE 2009 Embracing a New Vision for the Future: The Nature/Human Connection 

SHADE 2008 Connect…and Collaborate: Building Strong Alliances 

SHADE 2007 Weathering the Storms: Managing the Challenges 

SHADE 2006 Trees Make Dollars and Sense: Benefits of Urban Trees 

SHADE 2005 Healthy Trees, Healthy Cities, Healthy People 

 

Discover the Forest Ads 
 

Visiting New York city this summer? The US Forest Service 
and the Ad Council are running a Discover the Forest 
campaign on urban trees and forests. The ads will run in 
Time Square all summer.  
 

http://ncufc.org/tree-board-webinars.php
http://www.ncufc.org
http://leafsnap.com/
http://www.gufc.org/wp-content/uploads/2008/07/SHADE2012_031312_Final1.pdf
http://www.gufc.org/wp-content/uploads/2008/07/2011_SHADE1.pdf
http://www.gufc.org/wp-content/uploads/2008/07/SHADE2010_Final_0127101.pdf
http://www.gufc.org/wp-content/uploads/2009/02/shade_01100911.pdf
http://www.gufc.org/wp-content/uploads/2008/09/shade-20081.pdf
http://www.gufc.org/wp-content/uploads/2008/09/shade-20081.pdf
http://www.gufc.org/wp-content/uploads/2008/09/shade-20081.pdf
http://www.gufc.org/wp-content/uploads/2008/09/shade-20081.pdf
http://www.gufc.org/wp-content/uploads/2008/09/shade200711.pdf
http://www.treeboardu.org/
http://www.smsepub.com/publication/?i=195489

